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Assalaamu Alaikum Warahmatullaahie Wabarakaatuh 
 

All praises are due to the Almighty and universal greetings to the 
beloved Nabi Muhammad (SAW). 
 
As President of the Islamic Medical Association of South Africa 

(IMASA), I was invited to deliver a motivational speech to the new 
Graduates at the University of Free State coordinated by a stalwart 
member of IMASA; Prof Anwar Hoosen.  

 
An excellent and well-coordinated function was hosted by IMASA 
Members from Bloemfontein. We would like to thank the students 

who provided great support and offered assistance in organizing the 
event. It was very encouraging to see a fledgling medical university 
in terms of Muslim representation and participation.  

 
It was a heartening site as we witnessed an increasing number of 
Muslim students that graduated in the Medical and Allied disciplines 

as well as a sister from Libya qualifying as an Obstetrician and     
Gynaecologist - this, at an institution that previously symbolised   
segregation and injustice - the opposite of what Islam stands for. 

May Allah reward them all and grant them    success in their future 
endeavours AAMEEN. 
 

Sr Honey Allee all the way from Durban            
provided excellent motivation of a very          
personal nature. She is a veteran IMASA    

Member and Community Worker who is        
extremely dedicated in terms of involvement 
with community service and also integrating the 

Islamic system within her profession.  
 

I was very impressed, and it was heartening to 
see the comraderie and the warmth within the 
Bloemfontein Muslim community that attended 

the function. It was something which the stu-
dents themselves would appreci-
ate with the      recognition given 

to them. May Allah SWT continue 
to grant the Muslim students and 
campus activities, not only within 

the Health Sciences but also the 
broader University campus to 
grow from strength to strength 

AAMEEN.  
 
The graduation itself was a clear 

indicator of the fact that our      
footprint as Muslims is definitely 
something which cannot be      

ignored, and we should            
continuously strive to improve as 
we show our presence within 

both the Muslim community and the broader community Inshaa Allah. 
 
Jazaakallah  

Wassalaam 
Dr Yakub Moosa Essack 
President of the Islamic Medical Association Of South Africa 

IMASA BLOEMFONTEIN ANNUAL 
GRADUATION  



This year’s Annual IMASA Tshwane 

Branch Graduation was hosted at 

the beautiful venue of “River Runs 

Through It” in Centurion. 

With special Guest Speaker; Prof 

G.M. Hoosen; Founding President of 

IMASA from Durban sharing wise 

words with our young graduates. 

On Friday evening the 09th          

November 2018, +- 30 Graduates 

from the universities in Pretoria - 

Tshwane accompanied by their    

family and friends joined us for a 

joyous celebration of their achievements.  

MC & Chairman of the IMASA Tshwane 

Branch; Prof Akhter Goolam Mahomed        

addressed the guests with a brief background 

of his 30 years as a member of IMASA and 

what the organization has to offer. He           

encouraged the newly qualified Health         

Professionals to not stop after graduating but to 

further build on their spiritual side by giving 

back to those less fortunate and using IMASA 

as the means to do this.  

This followed by Prof Anwar Hoosen & Dr 

Shaakera Ismail Mahomed handing over a gift 

of appreciation to Mr Anver Essa who has been    

supporting the IMASA events for many years. 

His contributions have been without any                

expectations and we make dua that 

Allah SWT continues to bless him  

AAMEEN. 

We would like to thank Nativa and 

AMKA products for donating the gift 

bags and Mr Anver Essa for           

donating the Islamic Literature. Each 

Graduate was called up to the stage 

and received a gift bag with the     

Oath of a Muslim Health               

Professional.  

 

IMASA TSHWANE BRANCH                 
ANNUAL GRADUATION  





IMASA DURBAN BRANCH                   
ANNUAL GRADUATION  

The Islamic Medical Association of South 

Africa's (IMASA) Graduates Dinner is an    

annual event that has been held, without fail 

since the inception of the organisation. Initially 

it was held at the homes of the Executive 

Members in Durban. Now with the growing 

numbers and with other health-care              

Institutions accepting students from all race 

groups, larger venues are needed and such 

functions are held in Durban, Johannesburg, 

Pretoria, Bloemfontein and Cape Town. 

These functions may also allow some centres 

an opportunity to raise funds for the           

organization's many social welfare projects. 

The primary aim of these functions is to     

introduce the graduates to the IMASA and it’s 

activities and invite them to join the              

organisation and help enhance and further it’s 

workings. Invited speakers provide               

motivational talks to advise graduates on Islam's value system. 
  

This year’s event in Durban was held on the 28th November 2018 at the Orient 

Hall. The guest speaker, Moulana Junaid Kharsany, emphasised on the need for      

minorities to rise above the mundane and to be the “sugar “ in the country by being 

instrumental to the upliftment of the poor majority. By way of example he quoted the 

role of the Parsees in India and Pakistan, who are a tiny minority but have created 

entities such as Bata and Tata which are tremendous assets to the country and its 

people. He went on to give the following advice: “A Muslim understands that Islam 

requires us to benefit society as a whole. Historically, minorities were valued in their 

host societies because of the principled values they contributed. If we as a           

generation of graduates are going to excel, we must be propelled not by the desire 

of monetary gain or rank, but by the promotion of compassionate service, the very 

cardinal quality of Islam. Be as enthusiastic and motivated when serving our      

country’s disenfranchised, as you would serving the elite. Be as compassionate in a 

rural South African hospital as you would in a Palestinian clinic. After all, a Muslim is 

called on to serve all of the creation of Allah Ta’ala. May you be the pride of the   

Ummah and the beloved of the Almighty.” 
  
The highlight of the evening is the taking of the Oath of the Muslim Health             
Professional by all the graduates after which they are treated to a sumptuous dinner 
and leave with gifts (mainly of beneficial Islamic literature with the advice to study 
these for the real "final exam"). 





IMASA CAPE TOWN BRANCH                 
ANNUAL GRADUATION  

The MASA Western Cape held its Annual       
Graduation & Fundraising Dinner on Thursday, 
6

th
 December 2018 at Islamia College Hall in 

Lansdowne. 
  
Alhamdulillah, we had a beautiful and successful 
event with over 420 attendees of which 60 were 
being honoured as Graduates 2018. IMA           
welcomed to the healthcare fraternity newly   
qualified, Doctors, Dentists, Pharmacists,     
Physiotherapists, Occupational Therapists,   
Complimentary Medicine Chinese Medicine & 
Acupuncture Practitioners, Complimentary      
Medicine Unani Tibb Practitioners, Complimen-
tary Medicine Naturopathy.  Our Post Graduates 
included: MBA, Physiotherapy Masters,        
Physiotherapy Phd, Occupational Therapy      
Diploma, Urogynaecology, Psychiatry, Vascular 
Surgery. 
  
The evening was started off with a beautiful 
Qiraat by Qari & Stellenbosch Graduate, Dr    
Muhammed Sheik. 

  
Our Guest Speaker, Prof Nuraan Davids,         
captivated the audience with her inspiring words 
of Adab as Human Excellence. She explained 
that an excellent human being is one who, firstly, 
distinguishes between that which is good and 
that which is bad; secondly, such a person acts 
on the good, and avoids the bad; and thirdly, 
does so in relation to the self, as well as to all 
others. Qurānic exegeses reveal that what     
differentiates an excellent human being from   
others is not his/her wealth, or his/her lineage, 
but rather his/her adab – that is, her capacity to 
enact just or right action, as made visible through 
acts of compassion, patience, forgiveness,      
empathy and generosity. Adab (just action) is 
considered the foundation and content of all    
human interaction, engagement with others, the 
environment and Allah SWT. 

  
Our programme included a short presentation by 
a recipient of the Renal Dialysis Pro-
gramme.  Margerette Le Roux, 41, shared her 
story of how she was wheeled in to the IMA      
office for help after state doctors told her she 
may not make it to the end of that month. After 
being accepted onto the programme and         
receiving emergency care as arranged for by the 
IMA office, she has regained her strength and is 
now even able to walk to the train station and 
even resumed her duties at work again,       
Alhamdulillah. She urged our audience to       
support the IMA’s initiatives as she felt that IMA 
was a God send to her and needy patients like 
her, she felt that IMA had saved her life!          
SubhanAllah, her story left many in tears. 

  
Short talks were entertained by graduates, Dr 
Aakifah Parker (Medic, Stellenbosch University) 
and Miss Gadija Fortune (Physiotherapy, Univer-

sity of Western Cape). The Oath Reading was led by Dr Tahir Dawood (Medic, 
U.C.T). Graduates were offered a one-year free membership for 2019. Follow up on 
this was required. 
  
We acknowledge our main sponsor Nedbank Pty Ltd, as well as our exhibitors,     
Melomed and PPS Insurance for their support of this auspicious event. Their        
contributions certainly facilitated the success of this event, Alhamdulillah. 
  
Graduates, families, IMA members and corporates in attendance were also thanked. 
The organising committee were praised for a job well done, Alhamdulillah. 
  
We make duah that we may count on everyone’s continued support in furthering the 
objectives of our organization, inshaa’Allah. 

  
 





IMASA JOHANNESBURG BRANCH               
ANNUAL GRADUATION  

 The Islamic Medical Association of 

South Africa [IMASA] Johannesburg 

Branch hosted their Annual           

Graduation Fundraising Dinner on the 

7th of December at the spectacular 

and stunning venue; Image Lifestyle 

Conference Centre in Gauteng. The 

modern black-and-white décor gave 

the event a sophisticated ambience 

and all the guests were dressed for 

the occasion. Our male graduates 

looking very dapper in their suits and 

the females making an entrance with 

modest and elegant dresses and 

abayas. To create even more hype 

and fuss as our proud Graduates and 

their guests entered, the hosts        

received them with welcome drinks 

and a professional photographer on 

standby.  

Each Graduate signed in on arrival 

and received complimentary promo 

gifts at the registration table. They 

were welcomed by our Johannesburg 

Branch Committee Members and   

given a brief overview of what the 

evening will entail and encouraging 

them to sign up as Members, standing 

a chance to win great prizes during 

the evening. This tactic proved to be 

very successful as we had over 30 

Graduates signing up as new       

members of IMASA. We hope that 

they will not only become active 

members of the organization but the 

recruitment of new blood into this long 

existing organization will help us to 

improve our services and goals to 

uplift the medical needs of those less 

fortunate Inshaa Allah.  

The programme commenced with the 

traditional and beautiful rendition of 

the Holy Quraan, by Qari Hussein 

Kazi, followed by a warm welcome by 

our MC & Vice President of IMASA; 

Dr Shoyab Wadee. His endless and 

witty jokes kept the guests well       

entertained throughout the evening 

and on a more serious note, his long-

standing membership with IMASA 

allowed him to elaborate on the      

reason Graduates had to seriously 

consider their involvement with the 

organization.  

The guests partook in a decadent 

spread of starters, mains and         

desserts followed by talks from our very own and inspiring Member of IMASA; Prof 

Anwar Hoosen, highly accomplished Postgraduate; Dr Nasreen Mahomed, our young 

and dynamic Intern; Azeem Hoosain and founding member of Amaarah Bursary Fund; 

Mr Shokat Ali Khan. Sponsors such as Director of 27four Investment Managers, Fatima 

Vawda and Iqbal Omar were also presented with an opportunity to address the guests.  



In addition to this we would like to thank 

our other sponsors such as; OASIS Group 

Holdings. Albaraka Bank, SANZAF, AMKA 

Products, Mr Anver Essa and Nativa who 

generously donated and make their     

presence and support known at all IMASA 

events Alhumdulillah.  

The President of IMASA; Dr Yakub Moosa 

Essack & Treasurer, Dr Zaheer Essop 

elaborated on the background of IMASA, 

its aims and objectives and the spiritual 

fulfilment and academic expertise it had to 

offer to our Graduates  

This year’s Lifetime Achievement award 

was humbly accepted by Prof Anwar    

Hoosen with his loved ones in attendance. 

It was an honour for Dr Ahmed Vachiat, 

current Chairman of the Branch to present 

this well-deserved award to a man 

who has and continues to not only 

play a vital role in the success of the 

organization but who selflessly offers 

his time and expertise to friends, col-

leagues and needy communities.   

The Student award went to Ms     

Humairah Ismail who has been      

actively involved with IMASA and 

spearheading all Podiatry screening 

with her dedicated team of Podiatry 

students.  

Thereafter the senior members of IMASA were given the honour to handover the 

Oath of a Muslim Health Professional and each Graduate was called onto the stage 

and honoured for his/her achievements as a dedicated student now stepping into 

society as a qualified Health Professionals Alhumdulillah. We were proud to          

welcome each one of them into the Medical Fraternity of IMASA and family and 

friends beamed with pride and joy. 



The evening ended with a heartfelt vote of thanks by Dr Nazreen Motara; Vice Chair 

of the IMASA Johannesburg Branch, closing dua by former Chairman of the Branch, 

Huzaifah Khan, followed by our guests hanging around and chatting away over cake 

and tea.  

We would like to wish all the Graduates further success in their careers and endeav-
ours and may all their good actions as qualified Muslim Health Professionals reap 
the benefits of the this World and the Hereafter and ultimately the Pleasure of our 
beloved Creator AAMEEN.  



FOR MORE INFORMATION CONTACT IMASA REGIONAL OFFICES 

DURBAN: 031 207 2250/ imakzn@eastcoast.co.za >>> JOHANNESBURG: 011 837 6717/ 

imasa.gauteng@gmail.com >>> CAPE TOWN: 021 762 1414 / imasa.wcape@gmail.com 

VISIT OUR WEBSITE: WWW-IMA-SA.CO.ZA 


